
Name: _________________________________ Period: ________ Date: _________________________ 

Introduction Pre-Write 
Each part of the introduction must smoothly flow into the next.  You may need clarifying/ transitional information between the main parts.  The 

ideas and information you develop in the paper move from general to specific then back to general.  Each paragraph (introduction, body, 

conclusion) contributes to and reflects this pattern.  Each section and each paragraph must flow logically and smoothly from one idea to the 

next.  Each section and each paragraph must be unified and cohesive within themselves.  Combined, the sections and paragraphs work together 

to create a unified, cohesive paper. 

 

1.  How will I get my audience’s attention?  One way is to connect your topic to the larger scope of humanity.  Another is to 

use a defining quote (which you do have to cite and explain).  A third way is to open with an interesting/surprising perspective or 

fact that relates to your topic.  DO NOT begin the paper with a question, rhetorical or otherwise.  Write a general, interesting 

opening here: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2.  Establish general context.  Write a general summary of the entire selection that provides information relevant to your 

discussion.  Context is crucial for your audience to maintain a point of reference for your analysis.  Identify any characters your 

audience will meet in the discussion of your topic.  Write a two to three sentence summary here: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.  Highlight the main points of your argument.  Set-up the basic framework of your body.  What ideas will you 

touch upon in your argument?  Why is what you have to say about this topic important?  What terms/concepts do you 

need to explain/clarify/define?  **Incorporate the position statements (Roman numeral items) from outline. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4.  Write your thesis.  A thesis provides an overall, general focus for your paper.  Your topic sentences will develop from this 

idea.  As a rule, the thesis contains five elements:  title, author, genre, topic, and defensible position.     
 

 

 

 



Prewrite Body Paragraphs:  Section One Primary 
Follow the guidelines established in the instructions for each section. 

A.  Topic Sentence (from outline-capital letter):  ______________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

B.  Context (Who is involved in the episode?  When and where does the episode take place?  What action occurs in this episode?  Why does the action occur in 

this episode (plot specific-contributing factors)?  How does the action occur in this episode (plot specific)?  Essentially, you provide the background to that 

moment in the novel.  This helps you as much as it helps your audience.  To understand the evidence, you must understand the details surrounding the context.  

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________  
 

C.  Insert the evidence.  Find a definitive quote from the selection that reflects the origins of your topic as the author presents it.  Your evidence must 

support/reinforce your argument.  Choose wisely.        

 
 

D.  Explain the quote and the insights/implications the quote reveals in relation to your thesis.  Look at the details the quote presents.  Break it down and extract 

meaning from the pieces.  How does the quote reveal motivations, personal agendas, feelings, attitudes, etc.?  Are there symbolic/figurative elements?  Identify 

and explore them. 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

E. Clincher/Transition:  _____________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 



Prewrite Body Paragraphs:  Section One Secondary 
Follow the guidelines established in the instructions for each section. 

A.  Topic Sentence (from outline-capital letter):  ______________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

B.  Set-up the bridge between the primary evidence and the commentator’s observations.  In the set-up, use the information from your investigation of the 

primary text to transition into your discussion of the critic’s commentary.  Establish the context of the consequence/effect that you use as your secondary 

support.  For example, if the evidence relates to a specific historical or cultural event, use the details of the event to make sense of the evidence.  

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________  
 

C.  Insert the evidence.  Find a definitive critical opinion from a complementary (with primary) secondary source that reflects the origins of your topic as the 

author presents it.  Your evidence must support/reinforce your argument.  Choose wisely.        

 
 

D.  Explain the evidence and the insights/implications the example reveals in relation to your thesis.  Look at the details the commentator presents.  Break it 

down and extract meaning from the pieces.  How does the information reinforce your argument?  What are the parallels between the secondary and primary 

support?  How does the secondary information support and reinforce the primary? 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

E. Clincher/Transition:  _____________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 



Prewrite Body Paragraphs:  Section Two Primary 
Follow the guidelines established in the instructions for each section. 

A.  Topic Sentence (from outline-capital letter):  ______________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

B.  Context (Who is involved in the episode?  When and where does the episode take place?  What action occurs in this episode?  Why does the action occur in 

this episode (plot specific-contributing factors)?  How does the action occur in this episode (plot specific)?  Essentially, you provide the background to that 

moment in the novel.  This helps you as much as it helps your audience.  To understand the evidence, you must understand the details surrounding the context.  

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________  
 

C.  Insert the evidence.  Find a definitive quote from the selection that reflects the development of your topic as the author presents it.  Your evidence must 

support/reinforce your argument.  Choose wisely.        

 
 

D.  Explain the quote and the insights/implications the quote reveals in relation to your thesis.  Look at the details the quote presents.  Break it down and extract 

meaning from the pieces.  How does the quote reveal motivations, personal agendas, feelings, attitudes, etc.?  Are there symbolic/figurative elements?  Identify 

and explore them. 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

E. Clincher/Transition:  _____________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 



Prewrite Body Paragraphs:  Section Two Secondary 
Follow the guidelines established in the instructions for each section. 

A.  Topic Sentence (from outline-capital letter):  ______________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

B.  Set-up the bridge between the primary evidence and the commentator’s observations.  In the set-up, use the information from your investigation of the 

primary text to transition into your discussion of the critic’s commentary.  Establish the context of the consequence/effect that you use as your secondary 

support.  For example, if the evidence relates to a specific historical or cultural event, use the details of the event to make sense of the evidence.  

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________  
 

C.  Insert the evidence.  Find a definitive critical opinion from a complementary (with primary) secondary source that reflects the development of your topic as 

the author presents it.  Your evidence must support/reinforce your argument.  Choose wisely.        

 
 

D.  Explain the evidence and the insights/implications the example reveals in relation to your thesis.  Look at the details the commentator presents.  Break it 

down and extract meaning from the pieces.  How does the information reinforce your argument?  What are the parallels between the secondary and primary 

support?  How does the secondary information support and reinforce the primary? 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

E. Clincher/Transition:  _____________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 



Prewrite Body Paragraphs:  Section Three Primary 
Follow the guidelines established in the instructions for each section. 

A.  Topic Sentence (from outline-capital letter):  ______________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

B.  Context (Who is involved in the episode?  When and where does the episode take place?  What action occurs in this episode?  Why does the action occur in 

this episode (plot specific-contributing factors)?  How does the action occur in this episode (plot specific)?  Essentially, you provide the background to that 

moment in the novel.  This helps you as much as it helps your audience.  To understand the evidence, you must understand the details surrounding the context.  

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________  
 

C.  Insert the evidence.  Find a definitive quote from the selection that reflects the resolution of your topic as the author presents it.  Your evidence must 

support/reinforce your argument.  Choose wisely.        

 
 

D.  Explain the quote and the insights/implications the quote reveals in relation to your thesis.  Look at the details the quote presents.  Break it down and extract 

meaning from the pieces.  How does the quote reveal motivations, personal agendas, feelings, attitudes, etc.?  Are there symbolic/figurative elements?  Identify 

and explore them. 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

E. Clincher/Transition:  _____________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 



Prewrite Body Paragraphs:  Section Three Secondary 
Follow the guidelines established in the instructions for each section. 

A.  Topic Sentence (from outline-capital letter):  ______________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

B.  Set-up the bridge between the primary evidence and the commentator’s observations.  In the set-up, use the information from your investigation of the 

primary text to transition into your discussion of the critic’s commentary.  Establish the context of the consequence/effect that you use as your secondary 

support.  For example, if the evidence relates to a specific historical or cultural event, use the details of the event to make sense of the evidence.  

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________  
 

C.  Insert the evidence.  Find a definitive critical opinion from a complementary (with primary) secondary source that reflects the resolution of your topic as the 

author presents it.  Your evidence must support/reinforce your argument.  Choose wisely.        

 
 

D.  Explain the evidence and the insights/implications the example reveals in relation to your thesis.  Look at the details the commentator presents.  Break it 

down and extract meaning from the pieces.  How does the information reinforce your argument?  What are the parallels between the secondary and primary 

support?  How does the secondary information support and reinforce the primary? 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

E. Clincher/Transition:  _____________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 



Prewrite Body Paragraphs:  Section _____ Primary 
Follow the guidelines established in the instructions for each section. 

A.  Topic Sentence (from outline-capital letter):  ______________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

B.  Context (Who is involved in the episode?  When and where does the episode take place?  What action occurs in this episode?  Why does the action occur in 

this episode (plot specific-contributing factors)?  How does the action occur in this episode (plot specific)?  Essentially, you provide the background to that 

moment in the novel.  This helps you as much as it helps your audience.  To understand the evidence, you must understand the details surrounding the context.  

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________  
 

C.  Insert the evidence.  Find a definitive quote from the selection that reflects the development of your topic as the author presents it.  Your evidence must 

support/reinforce your argument.  Choose wisely.        

 
 

D.  Explain the quote and the insights/implications the quote reveals in relation to your thesis.  Look at the details the quote presents.  Break it down and extract 

meaning from the pieces.  How does the quote reveal motivations, personal agendas, feelings, attitudes, etc.?  Are there symbolic/figurative elements?  Identify 

and explore them. 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

E. Clincher/Transition:  _____________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 



Prewrite Body Paragraphs:  Section _____ Primary 
Follow the guidelines established in the instructions for each section. 

A.  Topic Sentence (from outline-capital letter):  ______________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

B.  Context (Who is involved in the episode?  When and where does the episode take place?  What action occurs in this episode?  Why does the action occur in 

this episode (plot specific-contributing factors)?  How does the action occur in this episode (plot specific)?  Essentially, you provide the background to that 

moment in the novel.  This helps you as much as it helps your audience.  To understand the evidence, you must understand the details surrounding the context.  

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________  
 

C.  Insert the evidence.  Find a definitive quote from the selection that reflects the development of your topic as the author presents it.  Your evidence must 

support/reinforce your argument.  Choose wisely.        

 
 

D.  Explain the quote and the insights/implications the quote reveals in relation to your thesis.  Look at the details the quote presents.  Break it down and extract 

meaning from the pieces.  How does the quote reveal motivations, personal agendas, feelings, attitudes, etc.?  Are there symbolic/figurative elements?  Identify 

and explore them. 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

E. Clincher/Transition:  _____________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 



Conclusion Pre-Write 
 

1.  Restate the main argument of your thesis; however, do not merely cut and paste it.  Open the conclusion with a 

reflective reaffirmation of your focus.  Remember to include the title, author, and genre.  Did you fulfill the expectation 

of the thesis?  In your restatement, you finalize the opinion you established in the beginning of the paper. 

 

 

 

 

 

2.  Reconnect your thesis to the original source.  Revisit the details of your argument.  In a couple of sentences, 

provide a recap of the selection as it relates to your argument.  Remind the audience of the connection between your 

opinion and the plot/details of the text. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.  Reaffirm the conclusions you drew from your research/analysis.   When you set out to write a paper, your topic 

sentences establish the main points (or goals) of your main argument.  In the conclusion review the main points you 

examined and reaffirm the conclusion(s) of each.  What did you learn as a result of your analysis?  Why should your 

audience care about these conclusions?  Did you fulfill the expectations of your main points that defend your 

argument?  Tie all of the topics together.  Each section/paragraph of the body should work together to achieve a 

common purpose.  Affirm that purpose. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4.  Bring all of your ideas together in a “final thought.”  Your final thought is a defining, generalized statement that 

brings all of your ideas together.  Your paper should not leave your audience with any questions or unresolved issues.  

This is your last chance to impress your audience.      

 

 
 


